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W  IN  CANTON, 


Somerset. 

June,  1947. 

TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SHEPTON  MALLET. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946. 

1. — General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ....  ....  47,784 

Population  (1946)  .  ..  ....  ...  ....  ....  10,060 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1943)  ...  ....  ....  3,081 

Rateable  Value  ...  ....  ...  ....  ....  £44,168 

Produce  of  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ...  ....  ....  £184 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Births. 


Live  Births  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

99 

96 

Legitimate 

93 

91 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

Stillbirths  : — 

Birth  Rate  : 

19.1  per 

1,000. 

Total 

3 

3 

Legitimate 

....  .... 

2 

3 

Illegitimate  .... 

_  _ 

1 

0 

Birth  Rate  : 

0.53  per 

1,000. 

Deaths. 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  : —  ...  ....  126  62  64  Death  Rate  11.5  per  1,000. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ...  ....  ....  0 

(b)  From  other  causes  ...  ....  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate,  5  ;  Illegitimate,  4  ;  Total,  9. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  ....  ....  ....  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Four  Weeks  (inclusive)  ....  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Six  Months  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  Six  to  Twelve  Months  ....  .  0 

Total  ....  ....  9 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ...  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ....  ....  0 


There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  the  District  was  126,  compared  with  139  in  1945. 
The  chief  causes  of  Death  were  : — 


Heart  Disease  and  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Old  Age 

In  these  four  “  Causes  of  Death  ”  : — 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  were 
,,  , ,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,81  and  85  ,, 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  <s6  and  90  ,,  .... 

And  dying  above  the  age  of  90 
A  total  of  44  or  34.92%  of  the  total  Deaths. 


34 

20 

9 

14 


23 

12 

5 

4 


3.— NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 
to  the  Isolation 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

4 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

2 

0 

Measles 

31 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — 

(a)  Respiratory 

6 

0 

2 

(b)  Non -respiratory  .... 

1 

0 

2 

71 

11 

8 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  District  by  Medical  Practitioners  was  satisfactory, 
except  in  the  cases  of  Erysipelas. 


4.— OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
No  Cases  Notified. 


5.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

Measles  was  somewhat  in  evidence  throughout  the  District,  though  only  one-third  of  the  number 
of  cases  notified  in  1945.  The  type  of  the  disease  was  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Pneumonia  caused  3  deaths. 


6. — SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A.  — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  : — - 

(1)  General  : — There  are  9  nurses  in  the  District  engaged  in  general  district  work,  who  are 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  between  them  they  cover  the  whole 
District. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases  : — Some  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  removed  to  the 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses 
obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  District. 

B.  — Mid  wives. 

There  are  9  Certified  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

C.  — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

None  in  the  District. 

D.  — Hospitals  Situated  in  the  District. 


None. 


The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Shept< 
District  during  the  year  : — 

Dn  Mallet  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  from  tie 

Number  Number 

Admitted.  Died. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

1 

0 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

E. — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless 
Children. 


None. 


F. — Ambulance  Facilities. 


(1)  For  Infectious  Cases.  A  Motor  Ambulance  kept  at  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Shepton 
Mallet,  is  used  in  the  District  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  infectious  cases. 


(2)  For  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents.  The  Motor  Ambulance  provided  by  The  Shepton 
Mallet  Urban  District  Council,  and  kept  at  The  Wells  Road  Garage  (Tel.  128),  is  used 
when  necessary. 


G.  — Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

Evacuees  in  the  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  : — 

January,  1946  : — 4  Unaccompanied  Children,  billeted. 
December  31st,  1946  : — 2  Unaccompanied  Children,  billeted. 

H.  — Scabies. 

No  cases  of  Scabies  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 


7.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Taunton,  and  considerable  use  of  this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  District  Hospital,  Shepton  Mallet,  and  is  supplied 
free  on  demand  to  Practitioners  practising  in  the  District. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

i . — Water. 

No  extensions  of  any  importance  have  been  made  to  the  supplies  of  the  District  during  the  year. 

Some  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  distribution  system  chiefly  by  carrying  out 
works  of  overhaul  and  arrangement  for  better  control,  items  which  have  been  neglected  during  the  war 
years 

1946  being  a  year  unaffected  by  periods  of  drought  there  was  never  any  necessity  to  turn  off 
the  water  in  the  district  as  the  result  of  shortage. 

As  the  result  of  inspections  made  in  various  parts  of  the  district  especially  in  connection  with  food 
premises  and  refreshment  houses,  it  has  become  increasingly  evident  that  further  supplies  are  urgently 
needed.  In  an  endeavour  to  meet  this  need  the  Council  have  continued  the  search  for  water  at  Alham 
in  the  parish  of  Batcombe,  but  in  view  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  water  found  this  project  was  abandoned 
at  the  end  of  October,  1946. 

The  Council  also  engaged  the  services  of  a  Consulting  Engineer  to  investigate  and  report  upon 
the  possible  use  of  a  new  source  for  the  whole  district  and  part  of  Frome  Rural  District. 

The  Source,  Ashwick  Grove  and  St.  Dunstan’s  Well,  was  kept  under  close  observation,  guaging 
weirs  were  constructed  and  a  record  of  the  flow  taken. 


The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  was  being  observed  and  recorded  and  the  Consulting 
Engineer’s  report  on  the  scheme  awaited. 

A  supply  system  installed  by  the  Military  Authorities  at  Batcombe  was  also  taken  over  during 
the  year. 


Last  available  figures  of  the  position  relating  to  the  Water  Supply  in  the  District. 


No.  having  piped 


Parish. 

No.  of 

water  supply  into 

No.  of  houses 

No.  supplied  by 

Houses. 

or  onto  the 

supplied  by 

well  or  other 

the  house. 

standpipe. 

supplies. 

Ashwick 

296 

224 

51 

21 

Batcombe 

105 

37 

20 

48 

Binegar 

87 

58 

27 

2 

West  Bradley 

85 

65 

13 

7 

Cranmore 

117 

56 

39 

22 

Croscombe 

168 

53 

94 

21 

Ditcheat 

190 

159 

26 

5 

Doulting 

151 

98 

31 

22 

Downhead 

40 

4 

13 

23 

Emborough 

56 

48 

6 

2 

Evercreech 

380 

307 

46 

27 

Holcombe 

170 

135 

31 

4 

Lamyat 

38 

22 

1 

15 

Lydford 

120 

9 

12 

99 

Milton  Clevedon  . . . 

24 

12 

9 

3 

East  Pennard 

117 

52 

15 

50 

Pilton 

236 

184 

25 

27 

Pylle 

54 

12 

5 

37 

Stoke  Lane 

191 

145 

35 

11 

Stratton-on-Fosse 

i 

406 

336 

59 

11 

Totals 

3031 

2016 

558 

457 

Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  with  results  as  shown  : — 


(a)  Public  Water  Supplies. 

Number  of  samples  taken  50 

Satisfactory  ....  ....  ...  ....  25 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ....  20 

Unsatisfactory  ...  5 

(b)  Private  Water  Supplies. 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  27 

Satisfactory  ....  6 

Not  quite  satisfactory  12 

Unsatisfactory  9 

The  samples  regarded  as  unsatisfactory  were  taken  from  the  undermentioned  premises  : 

1.  Hambridge,  East  Pennard  Well. 

2.  Hambridge,  Farm  Cottage  ...  Draw  Well. 

3.  Thrupe  Marsh  Farm,  Masbury  (two  samples)  ....  Well. 

4.  Toll  Cottage,  Little  Pennard  ....  Well  (pump). 

5.  Messrs.  C.  &  G.  Prideaux,  Evercreech  (two  samples)  ....  Well. 

6.  Peacehaven  Farm,  Doulting  Spring. 

7.  Rectory  Cottage,  West  Lydford  Well. 


Two  of  the  samples  regarded  as  unsatisfactory  were  taken  from  wells  supplying  several  cottages 
and  two  farms  within  the  Parish  of  East  Pennard.  The  Council  agreed  to  extend  their  water  main 
serving  the  Council  Houses  nearby,  but  in  view  of  the  high  cost,  approval  by  the  County  Council  was 
not  forthcoming. 

All  the  remaining  samples,  with  the  exception  of  two  taken  from  a  milk  factory,  were  taken 
from  individual  premises  and  all  concerned  were  advised  to  boil  their  water  before  use.  Negotiations 
are  proceeding  for  the  improvement  and/or  protection  of  the  source  of  supply  in  each  case. 


2. — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  extensions  of  sewers,  new  works  or  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Slow  progress  was  made  in  securing  drainage  of  individual  premises. 

Post  War  Proposals  for  new  or  improved  sewers  were  still  under  discussion  at  the  close  of  the 
year  and  remained  much  the  same  as  reported  last  year  with  Priority  Group  I  proposals  as  under  : — 


(a)  Gurney  Slade — Estimated  cost  £15,000. 

(b)  Stratton -on -the -Fosse — Estimated  cost  £13,000. 

(c)  Holcombe  (the  combined  scheme  with  Stoke  Lane  advocated  by  the  Rural  District  Council 
was  not  agreed  to  by  the  County  Council).  Estimated  cost  for  Holcombe  alone  not 
available. 

(d)  Oakhill — Alterations  to  works  to  ensure  greater  efficiency.  Estimated  cost  £750. 

(e)  Evercreech — Alterations  and  Extensions  of  works.  Estimated  cost  not  available. 

(f)  Croscombe — Estimated  cost  £9,000. 

The  estimated  costs  given  above  are  1939  prices.  It  is  regretted  that  1945  prices  are  not  available, 
but  the  Consulting  Engineer  stated  that  1945  prices  would  mean  an  addition  of  from  50%  to  80%  to  the 
prices  given. 

Towards  the  end  of  1940  consideration  was  being  given  to  the  inclusion  in  Priority  Group  I.  of 
a  scheme  for  sewering  Stoke  Lane.  This  was  considered  necessary  in  view  of  the  proposals  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  water  for  the  district  from  Ash  wick  Grove  and  St.  Dunstan’s  Well. 

3. — Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  2  Privies  and  3  Pail  Closets  were  abolished  in  favour  of  water  closets. 


4.  — House  Refuse. 

The  scavenging  of  the  area  during  the  year  has  been  as  in  the  past,  carried  out  by  contract 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Re-organisation  of  the  service  was  again  considered  and  a  scheme  was  approved  whereby  the 
Council  undertook  to  purchase  one  new  up-to-date  refuse  collector  to  be  manned  by  a  driver/loader  and  two 
loaders.  It  was  agreed  that  the  new  arrangement  should  commence  at  the  beginning  of  1947,  and  should 
extend  to  all  parishes  within  the  District. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  as  heretofore  at  the  site  of  the  old  disused  quarry  at  Moorwood, 
the  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Contractors  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  manner.  A  second  disposal 
site  was  rented  by  the  Council  in  a  disused  quarry  along  the  Chelynch-Doulting  road  in  the  parish  of 
Doulting  and  it  was  evident  that  this  site  would  very  soon  be  receiving  the  refuse  from  the  major  portion 
of  the  District. 

5.  — Salvage. 

This  service  was  continued  as  in  previous  years,  the  value  of  materials  sold  being  slightly 
higher  than  that  of  1945.  The  decrease  in  the  return  of  paper,  bottles  and  jars  reported  in  1945  has 
been  arrested  and  a  slight  increase  can  be  recorded. 


Weights  and  Sales  of  Salvage  from 

1/1/46  to  31/12/46 

Value. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

50 

13 

(48 

0i) 

385  1 

1 

(362 

0 

9) 

Ferrous  Metals 

38 

3f 

3 

(65 

14) 

64  19 

7 

(  97 

0 

10) 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

( 

H) 

2  5 

11 

(4 

10 

0) 

Rags  ... 

7 

7 

(8 

111) 

56  2 

6 

(72 

6 

3) 

9) 

Bottles  and  Jars 

11 

2 

(6 

13*) 

132  9 

7 

(78 

15 

Rubber 

9 

19| 

(1 

5) 

12  7 

4 

(1 

11 

3) 

Bones 

1 

17 

(8 

17) 

10  12 

9 

(50 

19 

2) 

68  Car  Batteries 

8  11 

3 

119 

i 

g  i 

(139 

5f) 

672  10 

0 

(667 

4 

0) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  the  year  1945. 

6. — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  report  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  under  Article  27 
of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

The  time  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  been  increasingly  taken  up  with  work  arising  out  of  the 
inspection  of  premises  for  securing  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  the  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises 
and  inspection  of  all  premises  arising  out  of  applications  for  Building  Licences  under  the  Control  ol  (  ivil 
Building-Defence  Regulation  56a.  As  a  result,  work  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  had  gradually 
got  less  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  had  ceased.  It  would  seem  that  these  conditions  will  continue 
during  the  coming  year,  and  only  with  a  further  increase  in  inspectorial  staff  can  the  Preliminary  Survey 
of  Housing  be  continued. 


Visits  : — 


(a)  The  following  visits  were  made  during  the  year  : — 


Dwellinghouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  <535 

Housing  Act — Overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  8 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ....  ....  20 

Outworkers  ....  ....  ...  ....  2 

Factories  ...  ...  ....  ....  7 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ....  ....  1 

Workshops  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ....  _  76 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ....  ....  ....  2 

Butchers’  Shops  ....  ....  ...  ....  11 

Food  Premises  ....  ....  ...  ....  43 

Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses  ....  ....  297 

Samples  :  Water  ...  ....  ....  27  “ 

Milk  Bacteriological  ....  ....  347 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ....  ....  58 

Council  Houses  ...  ....  ...  ....  181 

Rats  and  Mice  Suppression  ....  ....  26 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ....  ....  37 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ....  ....  59 

Drainage  ....  ....  ...  ....  177 

Water  Supplies  ....  ...  ....  ....  42 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ....  7 

Control  of  Civil  Building  ....  ....  217 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ....  282 

Notices  : — 

Informal.  Statutor; 

Served  ...  ...  146  12 

Complied  with  ...  67  3 

Outstanding  79  9 


The  large  percentage  of  notices  outstanding  is  largely  due  to  difficulties  arising  out  of  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials. 

List  of  Works  Executed. 

Internal  Work. 


Rooms. 


Damp  Remedied  ... 

.... 

10 

Stripped,  cleansed  and  re-decorated 

.... 

15 

Plaster  repaired 

.... 

10 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ..... 

.... 

10 

Windows  repaired,  renewed  or  extended 

12 

Stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

.... 

7 

Doors,  locks,  etc. 

.... 

6 

Vermin  disinfested 

.... 

4 

Ventilated  food  stores  and  repairs 

... 

2 

Staircase. 

Lighting  provided  ....  ...  ....  1 

Repairs  ....  ....  --  2 

Sanitary  Fitments. 


Baths  .  1 

Hot  water  systems  .  1 

Sinks  -  -  10 

Drainage  Boards  ....  -  ---•  3 

Pail  Closet  and  Privies  abolished  ....  ....  5 

W.C.’s  provided  .  ..  -  ---•  6 

P.C.’s  repaired  ---  ---■  1 

W.C.’s  repaired  ....  ■  7 

Waste  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  1 

Washing  accommodation  provided  or  repaired  ...  5 


Drains. 

Unstopped  or  repaired 
New  drains 

Gullies  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Cesspools  provided,  repaired  or  emptied 


Water  Supplies. 


New  Services  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Repaired  ...  ....  ....  ...  1 

External  Works. 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ...  ....  28 

Gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  19 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  9 

Yards  repaired  or  paved  ...  ....  4 

Accumulations  removed  ....  1 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

New  Dairies  ...  ....  ....  ....  4 

New  Cowsheds  ....  ....  5 

New  Milking  Bails  ....  ....  ....  1 

Ventilation  provided  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cowstalls  improved  ....  ....  1 

Yards  paved  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Cleanliness  ....  ....  1 

Factories. 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  ....  ..„  4 

Light  or  ventilation  ...  ....  4 

Sundry  general  defects  remedied  ...  ....  5 


(b)  Smoke  Abatement 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

(c)  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  sites  in  the  District  which  were  registered  during  the  year  under  this  heading- 

(d)  Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  &  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  on  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

(e)  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

During  the  year  the  No.  1  Workable  Area  Committee  (Somerset)  of  which  this  Council  is  a 
member,  has  met  at  intervals  and  discussed  points  and  problems  encountered  in  practice. 

It  was  decided  during  the  year  to  appoint  Messrs.  Pestex  Ltd.,  of  Yeovil,  to  carry  out  all  work  of 
disinfestation  both  to  Council  property  and  third  party  premises.  All  infestations  have  been  deal’t 
with  satisfactorily  including  the  stream  at  Croscombe  with  an  estimated  kill  of  510  rats,  and  the  Councils 
two  refuse  tips  with  an  estimated  kill  of  450. 

(f)  Insect  Pests. 

No  case  of  bed  bug  infestation  was  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Three  houses  were  disinfested  of 

fleas. 

(g)  River  Pollution. 

One  instance  of  pollution  of  a  stream  by  the  sewage  works  of  a  neighbouring  authority  was 
reported.  Pollution  has  not  occurred  since,  but  constant  watch  is  being  kept  by  this  and  the  authority 
concerned. 


HOUSING. 

(1)  The  Preliminary  Survey  of  Housing  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Report  of  the  Rural  Housing  Sub -Committee  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Sir  Arthur  Hobhouse, 
was  continued  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  much  useful  data  was  collected.  Unfortunately, 
as  the  year  progressed,  as  mentioned  early  in  the  report,  additional  calls  upon  the  time  of  the  inspectors 
during  the  year  were  made  with  the  result  that  work  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  ceased. 

No  statutory  action  was  undertaken. 


Parish. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

No.  Inspected 
and  recorded. 

No.  to  be 
inspected. 

1. 

Categories. 

2.  3.  4.  4a. 

5. 

Holcombe 

181 

135 

46 

21 

23  59 

14 

32 

Evercreech 

372 

74 

298 

7 

11  29 

9 

29 

Totals 

553 

209 

344 

28 

34  88 

23 

61 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  209  houses  inspected  61  (or  29%)  were  found  suitable  for  action  under 
Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936. 


2. — Overcrowding  . 


There  are  still  a  number  of  cases  in  the  district  which  cannot  be  readily  abated  chiefly  by  reason 
of  shortage  of  houses  and  slowness  of  progress  in  house  construction.  Four  new  cases  were  reported,  % 

one  case  was  abated. 

3. — Housing  Programme. 

The  Council  have  again  had  this  matter  constantly  before  them.  Slow  progress  has  been  made 
with  an  initial  eighteen  houses  but  many  obstacles  have  been  encountered  and  it  is  greatly  regretted  that 
no  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  increased  (282  as  against  101  last  year)  and  the  use 
of  condemned  property  continued.  Three  houses  were  requisitioned  and  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  the  disused  Hutted  Camp  at  Ebmorough,  having  been  occupied  by  squatters,  was  taken  over  by 
the  Council  for  housing.  15  families  were  living  at  the  Camp  which  should  be  closed  down  at  an  early 
date,  in  view  of  its  state  of  disrepair  and  general  unsuitablility. 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Coimcil  Houses  at  the  close  of  the  year 
Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year 
Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  during  the  year 
Number  of  Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Local  Authority 
Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise 
Number  of  unfit  houses  licensed  for  habitation 
Number  of  houses  continuing  to  be  requisitioned  by  the  Council 
Number  of  houses  previously  condemned  but  still  occupied 

Programme  of  New  Houses  to  be  erected  by  Local  Authority  : — 

First  Year  ...  24.  Second  Year — As  many  as  circumstances  permit. 


282 

Nil. 

7 

18 

4 

30 

21 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


1. — Milk  Supply. 

There  are  within  the  district  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  dairy  farms  registered  with  the 
Local  Authority.  Of  these  some  one  hundred  and  sixty  are  licensed  to  produce  graded  milk.  Two 
licences  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  and  nine  to  produce  Accredited  milk  were  suspended. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  not  found  possible  during  the  year  to  carry  out  routine  inspections, 
although  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  a  number  of  instances. 


Number  of  Producers  registered  ....  ....  ....  392 

Number  of  Producers— retailers  registered  ....  .  61 

Number  of  Retailers  (not  producers)  ...  ...  3 

Heat  treatment  plants  ....  ....  ...  ....  1 

Graded  Milk  : — 

Number  of  Producers  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ....  ....  66 

Number  of  Producers  Accredited  milk  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  Retailers  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  Retailers  Accredited  milk  ...  Nil. 


The  following  samples  of  graded  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  with  results  as  shown  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ....  114 — 27  Unsatisfactory  (23.6%). 

Accredited  ...  228 — 77  Unsatisfactory  (33.7%). 

Heat  Treated  5 — All  Satisfactory. 

Fewer  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  the  County  Council  sampling 
designated  milk  by  their  own  sampling  officers. 

58  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli ; 

52  were  Negative  ; 

5  were  Positive  ; 

1  was  inconclusive  owing  to  intercurrent  infection  of  the  guinea  pig. 

The  five  positive  samples  were  followed  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Veterinary  Section 
with  a  result  that  in  each  case  the  animal  was  dealt  with  under  the  T.B.  order. 

2. — Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  Animals  inspected  : — 

Cattle 
Calves 
Sheep 
Pigs 
Goats 


6665 

6481 

380 

Nil. 


Total  weight  of  diseased/unaound  food  surr  endered  was  approximately  41  Tons  10  cwts.  1  stone 
7  lbs.  made  up  as  follows  : — 


battle. 


Disease. 


118  Carcases  and  Offal. 


83  Parts  of  Carcases. 

243  Heads  and  Tongues. 
352  Lungs. 

47 1  Livers.  | 

256  Parts  of  Livers  > 

18  Melts. 

19  Mesenteries 
11  Skirts. 

14  Kidneys. 

23  Hearts. 

1  Spleen. 


Septicaemia,  Black  Quarter,  Oedema,  Septic  Mastitis,  T.B., 
Emaciation,  Ill-bled,  Extensive  Bruising,  Septic  Metritis, 
Dropsy,  Retained  Placenta,  Pyelo-Nephritis,  Moribund, 
Gangrenous  pneumonia,  Johne’s  disease. 

T.B.,  Extensive  Bruising,  Broken  Bones,  Rheumatism, 
Arthritis,  Injury. 

T.B.  Actinomycosis,  Eye  Injury. 

T.B.,  Pleurisy,  Congestion,  Hydatid  Cysts,  Abscessed, 
Pentastomum . 

Flukes,  T.B.,  Angioma,  Cirrhosis,  Abscesses,  Carcinoma, 
Cysts,  Fatty  Infiltration,  Degeneration,  Necrosis. 

T.B. 

T.B. 

T.B.,  Pleurisy,  Abscesses. 

Nephritis,  Cancer,  Cysts,  T.B. 

Pericarditis,  T.B. 

T.B. 


Calves. 


26  Carcases  and  offal. 


17  Plucks. 

4  Heads. 

2  Kidneys. 

3  Parts  of  Carcases. 
1  Liver. 


Enteritis,  Fevered,  Pneumonia,  Extensive  Bruising,  Uraemia, 
Joint-ill,  Ill-bled,  T.B.,  Umbilical  pyaemia.  Immaturity, 
Quarter-ill. 

Abscessed,  Melanosis,  T.B.,  Congestion,  Husk  and  cloudy 
swelling. 

T.B.,  Abscessed. 

Nephritis. 

Bruised. 

Cirrhosis. 


Sheep. 

21  Carcases  and  Offal. 

5  Parts  of  Carcases. 

2  Heads. 

4  Lungs. 

1000  Livers. 

5  Plucks. 


Improper  bleeding, Dropsy,  Emaciation, Moribund,  Hydrsemia, 
Oedema. 

Bruising,  Abscessed. 

Coenurus  Cerebralis,  Abscessed. 

Pneumonia,  Strongylus  Rufescens. 

Parasitic,  Flukes. 

Pneumonia,  Abscessed. 


Pigs. 

13  Carcases  and  Offal. 

4  Parts  of  Carcases. 

'  48  Heads. 

21  Lungs. 

1 1  Livers. 

13  Plucks. 

1  Heart. 

5  Mesenteries. 


Swine  Fever,  T.B.,  Bacillary  Necrosis,  Moribund. 
Bruised  and  broken  bones. 

T.B. 

Pneumonia,  T.B. 

Cirrhosis,  T.B.,  Milk  Spots. 

Abscessed,  T.B. 

Pericarditis. 

T.B. 


Other  Foods  Surrendered. 

20  x  6  lbs.  Tin  Corned  Beef. 

12  x  6  lb.  Tins  Corned  Mutton 
2x6  lb.  Tins  Corned  Pork. 

3  x  f  lb.  Tins  Corned  Mutton. 

1  x  2J  lb.  Tin  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 

1  x  15  oz.  Tin  Pilchards. 

2  x  lib.  3oz..Tin  Tomatoes. 

4  lbs.  Cheese. 

25  lbs.  Prunes. 

70  lbs.  Dates. 

16  lbs.  Ox  Liver. 

1 1  lbs.  Legs  of  Pork. 

4  lbs.  Portions  and  Trimmings  of 
Imported  Beef. 

83  lbs.  Forequarter  of  Beef. 

11  Jibs.  Imported  Beef. 


Decomposition,  Blown. 

Blown  and  punctured. 

Sour  and  wet. 

Decomposition. 

Perforated  and  Decomposing 
Blown. 

Blown. 

Decomposing  and  Mouldy. 

Mouldy  and  in  state  of  fermentation. 
Infested  with  maggots. 

Pipey  and  cirrhotic. 

Rheumatism. 

Filthy  and  unwholesome. 

Emaciated  and  Dropsical. 

Extensively  bruised. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  a  very  large  number  of  animals  were  killed  dining  the 
year,  and  an  immense  weight  of  unsound  meat  was  surrendered.  This  has  necessitated  the  devotion  of  a 
considerable  amount  of  inspectorial  time  and  evening  hours  on  at  least  4  days  every  week. 

3. — Slaughterhouses. 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food  1  (at  Bridge  Farm,  Pylle). 


In  addition  to  the  three  licensed  slaughter-houses  shown  above,  nine  other  premises  are  not  in 
use  owing  to  the  centralized  slaughtering  procedure  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  licences  in  these  cases 
have  not  been  renewed. 

As  regards  the  slaughterhouse  at  Bridge  Farm,  Pylle,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  had 
occasion  to  render  three  reports  to  you  during  the  year  and  as  the  matter  is  of  some  importance  he  is 
desirous  that  these  reports  should  be  reproduced  in  full  and  are  as  follows  : — 


(1). 


On  January  the  29th,  194(5,  I  inspected  the  Government  Slaughterhouse  at  Pylle,  accompanied 

by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1.  The  Slaughterhouse  Yard  is  paved  with  a  mixture  of  stones  and  mud,  in  places  the  latter  predomina¬ 
ting.  The  surface  is  irregular  and  here  and  there  pools  of  water  are  in  evidence. 

2.  The  water  supply  is  pumped  from  a  well  by  a  hand  pump  into  buckets.  I  am  informed  that  the 
well  is  situated  under  the  yard  between  the  slaughterhouse  and  the  farm  house,  and  10  feet  equidistant 
from  both.  The  delivery  pipe  from  the  pump  is  about  one  foot  from  the  floor  of  the  slaughter¬ 
house,  it  is  very  dirty  and  splashed  with  blood. 

3.  There  is  a  large  heap  of  blood,  entrails,  manure,  etc.,  in  the  cattle  pen  attached  to  the  Cattle  Lai  rage, 
and  communicating  therewith. 

4.  The  floor  and  walls  of  the  cattle  lairage  are  irregular  and  very  dirty.  The  window  is  broken  and 
the  door  dilapidated. 

5.  The  sheep  lairage  is  a  dilapidated  building  with  irregular  stone  flooring  and  wooden  walls.  The 
door  is  broken. 

6.  The  Slaughterhouse  itself  is  divided  into  two  portions  ;  one  with  concrete  and  channelled  flooring 
and  the  other  with  slab-stone  flooring  with  open  joints.  The  latter  portion  contains  the  water  pump 
and  is  only  about  10  or  15  feet  from  the  alleged  position  of  the  well.  The  lighting  of  the  slaughter¬ 
house  is  poor,  rendered  more  so  by  the  fact  that  the  windows  are  painted  over  with  “  black-out  ” 
paint,  which  has  only  been  partially  removed.  After  dark  illumination  is  provided  by  5  lamps  of 
the  “  Aladdin  ”  type.  The  meat  I  saw  was  well  dressed  and  in  good  condition. 

7.  I  satisfied  myself  that  the  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  a  humane  and  proper  manner. 


Conclusions. 


a.  Yard.  Condition  unsatisfactory. 

b.  Water  Supply.'  -Unsatisfactory,  in  that  1  do  not  consider  a  slaughterhouse  can  be  properly  cleansed 
except  by  hosing  with  water  under  pressure. 
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c.  The  heap  of  blood,  entrails,  manure,  etc.,  should  not  be  in  a  place  where  cattle  being  prepared  for 
slaughtering  can  walk  about  in  it. 

d.  Cattle  Lairage. — Unsatisfactory. 

e.  Sheep  Lairage.— Unsatisfactory. 

f.  Slaughterhouse.— One  part  fairly  satisfactory,  the  other  part  unsatisfactory. 

g.  Lighting.  Veiy  pooi  and  unsatisfactory,  so  much  so  that  I  consider  dressing  the  carcases  after 
dark  is  a  dangerous  procedure. 

h.  Meat  Inspection. — The  difficulty  of  contacting  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  after  office  hours,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  a  telephone  at  his  house,  is  an  unsatisfactory  feature,  and  throws  an  undue 
responsibility  on  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager. 

i.  May  I  express  the  opinion  that  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager  is  carrying  out  his  duties  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  considering  the  conditions  under  which  these  duties  are  performed. 


(2). 


Pylle  Slaughterhouse 


April  3rd.  1946. 

I  have  to-day  made  a  further  inspection  of  the  above,  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Two  works  have  been  completed  since  my  last  inspection,  viz.  : — 

A  manure  pit  with  brick  walls  and  concrete  floor,  has  been  built  at  the  far  side  of  the  yard,  close 
to  the  stream  ;  it  is  so  designed  that  the  fluid  contents  flow  through  a  hole  in  the  wall  next  the  stream, 
over  a  clinker  bed  direct  into  the  stream,  in  addition  to  this  the  fluid  contents  flow  out  of  the  door  at  the 
other  end  direct  into  the  stream.  The  fluid  contents  of  this  manure  pit  should  be  drained  into  a  manhole 
already  there  in  close  proximity  to  the  pit,  have  proper  treatment  before  being  allowed  to  flow  into  the 
stream.  There  were  clouds  of  flies  in  both  the  pit  itself,  and  on  the  fluid  effluent,  a  most  unsatisfactory 
feature  near  a  slaughterhouse  ;  these  could  be  banished  by  frequent  spraying  with  D.D.T.,  or  the 
equivalent  spray  manufactured  by  the  I.C.I. 


Two  concrete  drinking  troughs  have  been  installed  in  the  yard  between  the  cattle  lairage  and 
the  sheep  lairage.  They  were  empty. 

The  rotary  hand  water  pump  is  broken  and  no  water  could  be  obtained  on  testing  it  to-day. 
The  water  in  the  well  is  very  low.  I  should  estimate  that  there  are  not  more  than  6  or  7  inches  of  water 
in  it. 

(3).  August  28th,  1946. 

I,  with  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  to-day  met  the  representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
and  the  Area  Slaughterhouse  Manager,  at  Pylle  Slaughterhouse. 

(1)  The  long-term  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  to  whether  : — 

(a)  The  pre-war  private  slaughterhouses  are  to  be  re-instated  or 

(b)  New  area  slaughterhouses  are  to  be  built, 

has  not  yet  been  decided  by  the  Ministries  concerned. 

We  were  given  to  understand  that  Government  controlled  area  slaughterhouses  would  probably 
be  decided  upon  “  in  the  near  future.” 

If  this  is  so  it  was  agreed  by  all  of  us  that  it  would  be  uneconomical  to  spend  a  large  amount 
of  money  on  a  slaughterhouse  such  as  Pylle. 

It  was  decided  that  : — 

(2)  If  and  when  the  Electric  Light  comes  to  the  village  of  Pylle  the  Ministry  of  Food  will  immediately 
instal  it  at  the  slaughterhouse  ;  along  with  an  Electric  Pump  to  pump  water  to  an  overhead  tank. 

(3)  If  and  when  Pylle  gets  a  main  supply  of  water,  this  will  be  connected  with  the  slaughterhouse. 

(4)  If  a  further  application  is  made  to  the  Postal  Authorities  for  a  telephone  connection  to  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  house  at  Stoke  Lane,  and  an  unsatisfactory  answer  is  received,  the  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  will  take  the  matter  up  with  the  Postal  Authorities. 

General  : —  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  improvements  have  been  effected  in  all  departments 
of  the  slaughterhouse  since  my  first  report  to  the  Committee.  I  am  informed  that  about 
£1,000  has  been  spent  on  improvements.  Despite  this  fact  Pylle  slaughterhouse  remains 
unsatisfactory. 

There  is  one  licensed  Knackers’  Yard  in  the  District. 

4.  — Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

A  register  of  all  licensed  slaughtermen,  pursuant  to  Section  3  (1)  of  the  above  mentioned  Act, 
is  kept  and  the  number  so  licensed  is  13. 

5.  — Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Bacteriological  and  biological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  County  Council,  County  Hall,  Taunton. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


